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CORRESPONDENCE 123 



Note on the Hachette Rousseau 

Another needless error in the Hachette edition of Rousseau's 
works calls for correction, since this most available edition is so 
widely used. In the Lettre a d'Alembert (i, 215), Rousseau dis- 
cusses the Misanthrope of Moliere ; in a footnote he adds : 

" Ajoutons le Marchand de Londres, piece admirable, et dont la 
morale va plus directement au but qu'aucune pi6ce franchise que 
je connoisse." 

The editor comments in this wise : 

" Le titre de cette piece en anglois est Arden-F eversham. Son 
auteur est le celebre Lillo, dont Diderot s'est fait l'apologiste et 
l'imitateur." 

There is here evident a confusion of two entirely distinct works 
of Lillo, the English title of the play praised by Rousseau being 
The London Merchant The editor's error is the more disconcert- 
ing to the student of Diderot, in that he fails to find mention of 
Lillo's Arden-Feversham in Prof. Cru's admirable Diderot and 
English Thought, in which emphasis is correctly placed upon The 
London Merchant. 

Shirley Gale Patterson 

Dartmouth College. 



Beowulf 62, Once More 



In a note to 11. 1186-7 in the Chambers-Wyatt edition of the 
Beowulf, the editor, after citing Holthausen's quotation of the pas- 
sage in the Germania, where Tacitus records the special regard in 
which a sister's son was held, objects that Hrothulf is the son not 
of Hrothgar's sister but of his brother, Halga. Evidently he does 
not regard Miss Clarke's hypothesis, that the mother of Hrothulf 
was Hrothgar's sister, as worthy of notice, even for refutation. 
Yet that hypothesis accords wel with the relations existing between 
HTothgar and Hrothulf in the poem, and with Wealhtheow's evi- 
dent anxiety for the future of her own children. I shoud not, 
however, hav recalled a theory which seems to hav won no support, 
wer it not that in a modest attempt of my own (Mod. Lang. Notes, 
sxviii, 149 ff.) to support that theory I had omitted one considera- 
tion, which I wish here to present. It is this: If, in the story as 
it came to the hands of the Beowulf poet, or in a text of the poem 
erlier than that we hav, an incestuous origin was indicated for 
Hrothulf at 1. 62, the desire to avoid such a blot on the scutcheon 
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of the Scyldings might in itself account for the mutilation of the 
passage — either consciously by some intermediate pious scribe, or 
in consequence of obscurity in the original text arising from the 
poet's desire to gloss over an objectionable feature of the story. 
Evidence is not altogether -wanting that the material of the Beowulf 
has been expurgated, as Sir Gilbert Murray says the Iliad was, in 
accordance with later standards of decency and morality. The 
poet, it wil be rememberd, blinks this same feature of primitiv tra- 
dition in 1. 881, where Sigemund and Fitela ar described simply 
as uncle and nefew. 

H. M. Belden. 

University of Missouri. 



BRIEF MENTION 



Old English Scholarship in England from 1566-1800. By 
Eleanor N. Adams (Yale Studies in English, lv, Yale University 
Press, 1917). In the Publications of the Mod. Lang. Association 
of America xxix (1914), 135-151, Professor Tucker Brooke sur- 
veyed " The Renascence of Germanic Studies in England, 1559- 
1689," and in an added note informed the reader that, after his 
article had been committed to the press, he had learned that Miss 
Adams " has been engaged for several years " on the study of the 
same subject, and that her monograph will contain a fuller treat- 
ment of " a number of the matters alluded to " in his paragraphs. 
This article is not recorded in Miss Adams's Bibliography (p. 201), 
apparently because of the defined character of that list, nor is it 
mentioned in the Preface of her study; and this deprives the reader 
of a bit of assistance to which he has a normal right. 

As limits of his sketch Professor Brooke took the year 1559, when 
Matthew Parker was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
publication of Hickes's Institutiones Grammaticae, 1689. The pub- 
lication of A Testimonie of Antiquitie, 1566, gives Miss Adams 
her first titular date, and the end of the eighteenth century is suf- 
ficiently specific to mark the termination of Hickes's dominant 
influence in matters and methods philological, altho she has named 
as her selected limit "the establishment of the first professorship 
of the language in an English university, 1795," — the Rawlinson 
professorship of Oxford (p. 108 f.), but this was ' established ' 
some forty years earlier than the ' election ' of the first professor in 
1795 (Petherham, pp. 105 f ., 116) . Miss Adams traces eight gram- 
mars of old English in the eighteenth century, all based on Hickes, 
who may be said, therefore, to be " responsible for both the faults 
and the merits of all eighteenth century Old English scholarship " 
(p. 92). More important than the fixing of a lower date for the 



